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A very good morning and compliments of the new year to all of you gathered here
today. Ladies and gentlemen of the media I address this media conference this
the
morning on a very crucial and imperative subject that talks directly to
to
fundamental mandate of this department, of responding effectively and efficiently
food security, job creation and significant contribution to economic growth.

ln my address this morning, I will give sufficient background on the current status of
Foot and Mouth Disease (FMD) control measures in the country and furthermore
provide details on how we are jealously guarding any challenge that could threaten
the FMD free zone status in South Africa as determined by the World Organisation
for Animal Health (OlE). The OIE is an internationally recognised body that sets and
prescribes norms and standards on matters of animal health, protection and
we have termed
international trade. The department is vigorously implementing what

,operation compliance' in ensuring that the marching orders as determined by the
olE are met and adhered to. we need to ensure that the gains and noteworthy
owe this to
progress made so far in this space is not unnecessarily compromised; we
the livestock industry, business community and all South Africans'
hoofed
Members of the media, FMD is a highly contagious disease of cloven
pigs, goats and sheep and
animals. These include domestic livestock such as cattle,

cloven hoofed game species such as buffalo'
and
Although FMD is not a deadly disease, it can cause severe production losses
costly to
once introduced into susceptible animal herd, it becomes very difficult and
quickly over large
control or eliminate. Due to the ability of the disease to spread
be a
distances and the severity of the impact of the disease, it is considered to

significant trade restrictive disease.

An outbreak of FMD in the free zone of the country has serious

economic

and livestock
implications due an immediate embargo on all exports of livestock
products to our trading partners (countries). ln certain circumstances the ban may
be imposed on all agricultural produce including plants and plant products'
even

Such bans will negatively affect the mandate of the department, which is ensuring
food security, increasing the sector's contribution to the GDP and raising
employment within the sector.

of
As most of you would recall, the last FMD outbreak detected was in the free zone
free
KwaZulu-Natal in February 2011, resulted in the country losing its olE FMD
zone status with adverse economic impacts estimated at 4 billion rand due to
its FMD
embargo on exports of agricultural produce. Although South Africa regained
have
free zone status in February 2014, there are still some agricultural sectors that
To date South
not yet recovered from the impact of losing the FMD free zone status'
and
Africa is still negotiating market access of game meat to the European Union
prior to South Africa
beef to the Middle East countries. These were lucrative markets
losing its FMD free zone status in 2O11.
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with a zone free of FMD
South Africa is currently recognised by the OIE as a country
not be
vaccination. The olE FMD free zone status of this country should

without

partners who are
taken lightly and must be safeguarded by all. Most of our trading
the efficiency
members of the olE regard this as a crucial yardstick when assessing
international
of Veterinary services of the country and this status also enhances

trade of our agricultural produce.
safeguard the
Ladies and genflemen of the media, it is on that score that, in order to
status of RSA, there is an urgent need of cooperation and

FMD free zone

provincially and
collaboration between government departments, both nationally and
the relevant stakeholders such as the livestock industry, farming communities,
in ensuring
traders of livestock and game and their products, and the public at large

disease are
that the FMD controls to prevent the introduction and the spread of this
implemented and adhered to.
most sought
It is imperative to mention that this country is endowed with diverse and

after game animal species particularly the "BtG FIVE" which include the African
to the South
Buffalo. The commercial game animals sector is a significant contributor
game trophy
African GDp through eco-tourism and other related enterprises such as

with and
hunting and taxidermy operations. However certain buffalo are also infected
susceptible to'
act as carrier of diseases that domestic livestock and other game are

game reseryes
Buffalo population of Kruger National Park (KNP) and the adjacent
of
are infected with FMD and are therefore regarded as the FMD infected zone
KZN, the
south Africa. Recently, subsequent to the 2011 FMD outbreak in northern
zones'
Ndumo and Tembe Game Reserves are also recognised as FMD infected
is
lnfected zones are clearly defined areas within South Africa in which FMD
endemic due to the presence of FMD carrier buffalo. Since the aforementioned
game
game reserves are known to inhabit FMD infected buffalo populations, these
reserves are recognized as infected zones'

The maintenance of the FMD free zone status of our country requires

the

FMD
implementation of critical control measures to prevent the introduction of the
is the rest
virus from the infected zones as stipulated above into the free zone which
of South Africa.
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As the means to protect the FMD free zone status of the country from the known
infected zones, the protection zones were established. Protection zones are

ctearly defined geographical areas between infected zones and the free zone.
The infected and protection zones are only found in the demarcated areas of
Limpopo, Mpumalanga and KwaZulu-Natal provinces'
The key FMD control measures that need to be implemented effectively to safeguard
the South African FMD free zone status include but are not limited to the following:

.

Intensified disease surveillance at the farm or dip tank level.

.

Strict and controlled movements of livestock and game and livestock
products within and in-between different FMD zones linked to animal
identification.

.

Adequate vaccination of cattle against FMD in the designated areas.

.

lmplementation

of effective livestock identification and traceability

system.

.

Efficient International border fence maintenance and patrols particularly
the borders of countries with a different FMD status.

All OIE member countries with an OIE recognised disease status have to submit
annual reconfirmations on the specific disease to the OIE for assessment. The
assessment of the reconfirmations by the OIE Scientific Committee on Animal
Diseases is for compliance with the OIE Terrestrial Code. As part of the 2014
assessment of reconfirmations, the OIE Scientific Committee on Animal Diseases
conducted a verification assessment on FMD controls implemented by South Africa.
Although the Scientific Committee was encouraged by the progress made on specific
areas of FMD controls since their last visit to South Africa in 2013 , such as cattle

identification by the application

of ear-tags and the erection of red-line

fence

separating the protection zone from the free zone in KwaZulu-Natal, there are areas
identified that need further attention.
The following eight areas are for immediate attention:
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lmprovement of the structure and inspection of the border fence with
Zimbabwe.

lmprovement of the visibility of the demarcation of the protection zone
by erecting clear signs to identify the point of entrance into the control
zones and the point of entrance into the free zone.

Addressing the vacancies within the provincial veterinary services in
critical areas and ensure adequate transport (vehicles and kilometers) of
officials to allow proper FMD control.
Ensuring that a clear separation exists between the border of the free
zone and the protection zone.

Resolving the Ndumo Game Reserve eastern boundary issue and
ensure that fences separate the buffalo in Ndumo from the cattle on the
outside.

lmproving general FMD surveillance in the protection and free zones;
with prioritization of surveiltance of the buffalo in Ndumo and Tembe
Game Reserues in l(ZN.

Addressing FMD vaccine availability and ensuring sustainable vaccine
coverage.

.

Separating animals and their products that originate from the FMD
protection zones from those originating from the free zone at abattoirs

The implementation of the aforementioned FMD control measures necessitate
that all stakeholders, including relevant government departments and the farming
community at large participate and collaborate in ensuring these are effectively
implemented. The livestock industry, which is valued at over 50 billion rand, is
recognised as significant contributor to employment creation and livelihood of the

people of South Africa particularly in rural areas. The impact of losing the FMD
free zone status in this country will be felt by many, with the most impact felt by
the vulnerable.
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To this effect all spheres of government communities and the private sector are
collaborating to address the issues raised by the OlE. The areas identified for

immediate attention will further be are being addressed in three lzimbizo to
mobilise local municipality leadership, traditional leadership, communities and
other strategic stakeholders in raising awareness around FMD. These lzimbizo
will be held as follows:

.

Bambanani in KwaZulu-Natal on 15 January 2015;

o

Masisi in Limpopo on 16 January 2015; and

o

Mariti in Mpumalanga on 16 January 2015.

ln conclusion ladies and gentlemen of the media, we have crafted a Communication
Plan which we intend rolling out. This plan seeks to engage different media platforms
in order to garner and pursue awareness in order to:

o

Proactively raise public awareness on FMD;

o

Raise awareness on the negative impact of stock theft on FMD controls;

o

Educate the public and the affected communities

on FMD control

measures; and

o

Enhance social mobilisation and public participation of FMD controls.

We remain vigilant in our efforts to retain our current FMD status and appeal to all
stakeholders to heed our clarion call in addressing issues relating to FMD in order to
safeguard our animal health status and 'Together move South Africa fonnrard'.

I

thank you.
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